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Liquid luxury
Spies Hecker has developed Permahyd® Basecoat MB 047 AMG Alubeam silver metallic, a repair solution for Mercedes’ special Liquid Metal finish.
In 2007, for forty of its CL 65 AMG performance coupés, Mercedes Benz developed its Alubeam finish, a color with an aura of nobility that stands out from the crowd. As of this year, Mercedes customers have been able to order this special color for other models as well. The number of available special colors and special effects is growing across the board. “Car manufacturers use them to underline the exclusivity of their vehicles and fulfil the buyer’s dream of a personalized vehicle,” explains Ralf Kiesel, head of Product Management at Spies Hecker. “Nevertheless, repairs of these special colors call for an adapted and modified vehicle refinishing procedure.”

Repairing noble effects
To make the repair of this exclusive color easier for bodyshops, Permahyd® base coat MB 047 AMG Alubeam silver metallic is available ready-mixed. “For the repair of numerous series effect finishes, we’ve got special readymix colors and the Technical Data Sheets to go with them,” Frank Barduna of Technical Service is keen to point out.

Essential for the repair of MB Alubeam is a uniform substrate without areas sanded down to the bare metal. On completion of substrate pretreatment, an HS clear coat is applied to the extremely fine sanded surfacer. Only then are 1.5 coats of MB 047 Alubeam base coat applied in a single spray pass to the sanded clear coat. The finish is completed with a film of clear coat, e.g. Permasolid® HS Diamond Clear Coat 8450.
But how is the exclusive special effect created? Ralf Kiesel explains the technology of Alubeam silver metallic as follows: “The aluminium flakes are much finer than those of other metallic paints. As a consequence, the light is strongly reflected and the gloss is reinforced.” To create the visual impression of liquid metal, the substrate for a repair has to be prepared to perfection. Workshops can find details in Technical Data Sheets at www.spieshecker.com/tds.
Spies Hecker develops optimum and practical paint systems that make bodyshop work easier. The Spies Hecker principle is greater efficiency in environmentally compatible vehicle refinishing thanks to high-grade product systems, competent advice and targeted training. Its close partnership with the vehicle refinishing trade and the auto industry at large has over 128 years of success behind it. The German company based in Cologne is one of the world’s leading makers of vehicle refinishes, and is active in over 60 countries worldwide.
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