Spies Hecker has been giving bodyshops strong support for over 127 years. 
 
Established in 1882, the Cologne-based company, Spies Hecker, has blazed a trail with passion and vision through troubled times and epochs of rapid technological progress. 

Spies Hecker has seen it all: The painting of coaches and railway carriages, the development of nitrocellulose and synthetic resin paints, survival in war-torn years and subsequent recovery, the car boom, the development of a colour mixing system and 2K technology, and the introduction of digital colour searches and advanced UV-drying systems. 

Much has changed since the establishment of the company, while other things have remained constant down the years. The Spies Hecker headquarters is still in Cologne. The company’s close cooperative relationship with its customers and its commitment to supply the best paint technology in the refinish sector have also remained unchanged. These corporate values can also be found in the company slogan “Simply closer”. Then there’s its keen instinct for future trends. The “founding fathers” themselves demonstrated their farsightedness when they switched production from coach varnishes to paints for cars back in ca 1900. Since then, Spies Hecker has had a major hand in many technological advances.
1994, with the launch of PERMAHYD waterborne paints, is the dawn of a new age in solvent reduced vehicle refinishing. In 1996, Spies Hecker is the first company to develop an entirely waterborne paint system – from the primer through to the clear coat. These technical advances are later brought together in the comprehensive GREENTEC product line. All the products of this range give bodyshops today the assurance

of practical compliance with the European VOC Directive. They are easy to spot with their GREENTEC logo. 
Spies Hecker itself has also developed further. To meet the growing requirements on international markets, Spies Hecker joined the US DuPont company in 1999.
Waterborne base coat.

In the Spies Hecker development department, the experts were researching waterbased materials back at the end of the seventies. The challenge was to radically reduce the share of solvent – not an easy task. Because it was essential that the properties of the new products would not be significantly different. Weather resistance and surface protection, high color accuracy, application and drying – the standards were high.

But the breakthrough came. In 1990, Spies Hecker launched its first 1K surfacer. Four years later came the real innovation in them form of the Permahyd® Base Coat Series 280/285 – modern waterborne paints were born.
High solids technology.

Be it surfacer or clear coat, Spies Hecker was quick to focus on high solids technology – a technical advance that gave a further boost to quality, gloss and flow at the beginning of the nineties. At the time, Permacron® HS Clear Coat 8060 and, from the mid-nineties, the High Solids Top Coat Series 270 blazed the trail. Today, bodyshops have a comprehensive range of high solids materials at their disposal. Spies Hecker was one of the first paint manufacturers to develop high solids surfacer products as well. In this way,

research & development boost efficiency in the bodyshop with high-performance paint materials.

GREENTEC.

A VOC-compliant line of paints for all situations, made possible using high solids and waterborne technology. Since 2000, the eco-friendly product range has been available under the GREENTEC banner. This makes it easier for sprayers to change over to VOC-compliant refinishing.
UV technology.

The goal is to accelerate drying. With the Spies Hecker UV products, SpeedRepair becomes even more efficient. Spot repairs dry at lightning speed, and the material is easy to use – one of the many milestones from Spies Hecker’s developers. SpeedRepair is now becoming even more efficient. This is because Spies Hecker is supplementing the successful UV Starlight Primer Surfacer 9000 with an extended product range consisting of UV Starlight Putty 9100 and Permasolid® UV Starlight Clear Coat 9200.

The new materials accelerate drying considerably. 
New trends


Spies Hecker develops advanced paint systems that make bodyshop work easier. The Spies Hecker principle is greater efficiency in environmentally compliant vehicle refinishing thanks to high-grade product systems, competent advice and targeted training. Its close partnership with the vehicle refinishing trade has over 125 years of success behind it. The German company based in Cologne is one of the world’s leading makers of vehicle refinishes. In over 60 countries, Spies Hecker supports bodyshops with modern paint technology and expertise. In South Africa alone, the brand carries the stamp of approval from more than 34 leading motor manufacturers. 
For information on the above systems or any other product related information, visit our website on www.spieshecker.co.za or contact us on (011) 861 0489
  
3 Lucky Readers can trace the development of the company from its beginnings as the Anglo-Continental Varnish Company with the suffix “Spies, Hecker & Co.” through to the development of advanced waterborne paint systems. E-mail your name and contact details to the address listed below and stand a chance to win one of 3 Spies Hecker chronicles. 

